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To: MﬁmbPLs of tha AAPT Test Dava]opment CommlttEE

There are a number of recent developments that: bear on the testlng
programs of the AAPT, and I want to hring you up to date on them. Perhaps
the most obvious change is that you are hearing from me rather, than from Jim
‘Nelson. Since my appointment a&s Examinations Editor a few mouths agoe, I
quickly have gained an ‘enormous appreciation for the magaitiude of the job
that Jim and the Test Development Committee have done in establishing the
AAPT/NSTA Physice Examinations. With your help, I hope to continue the
Lradltlon of gzeellence in this program, o

In test development, as in other endeavors You. can’ t change just one
thing. ‘There are pressures for changas Ain our procedures and.OLganlkatlon
that come from several quarters. Some of the changes have already taken
place, while others ave in the process of being formulated. Let me dascribe
these changes and ask that you give them some thought. Please shara your
ideas and suggeaclaus with me az we adapt to oew circumsitances.
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Until recently, it was not clear how test devalopmaut fltﬂwnto the
organizational structute of the AAPT.: With three AAPT/NSTA examinations
having heen developed, the natuce of: the examination and its.pyrpese are
more flrmly established. It is now time to have a more formaligtructure
with elear eorganimatiopal lines to other parte of the AART. - Accordlngly,
the testing aud examinations activities of the association have been placed
under the umbrella of the Publications Committee, which also has oversight
of AJP, The Physics Teacher, The Announcer, Resource Latters and Reprint-
Books, and the Imstructional Materials Center. Thus, tha. ?AABg;dm;;
Examinations" jolns the above distinguished publication-activi;ies.a Each of
‘these publication arms has an editorial board congisting of nominees that
have been approved by the Publications Committee and by rhe Executive Board
of the AAPT, The Publications Committee has instructed me to submit a2 plan
for formlng an Editorial Board fox the AAPT Exawminations. Inikeaplng with
the structure of the other publications, I expect to propose a}mnarmember
editorial board with staggered three-year texmse. Such a board ﬁhould help
to formulate policy recoumendations on AAPY examinations and provide some
foxmal, continuity while also allowing for orderly turnover in its
merbership. In additiou, T see thig¢ board as providing 5ubstan§;al
editorial (development) support £or the examinations.

With the creation of an AAPT Examinations Editorial Board Wlth nine
wenbiocs,; the role of the much larger tast development e.omm:n_t_tcc must alao
change. My impression is that the committee has been rather 1oosely and
informally structured, which is appropriate for such a large bcdy. -Perhaps
it can rewsin that way - as an informal committee whose membershlp conasists
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of those willing to contribute as time and circumstancaes allow. And your
contributions have been and will, continue'to bhe all-important... We always
need new, Innovative questions ' for the test bapk, Ve'needlro field test .
questions by having you'administer preliminary versions!ofiitests to your -
¢classes. 'We need to tume the 'examination!so: that it meaningfully measures
the performance of students in a modern, up-to-date Physics:reourse.
. ' ! BREE L

.. As its name implies, the AAPT/NSTA Physies Examination is jointly
sponsored. The NSTA believes, and rightly so, that its Interests should be
represented along with those of the AAPT.  Further, the NSTA desires that
the structure of the teast development body for physics be similar to tchat
- for bivlogy and earth scisnca. The development committees for the Jointly
sponsored examinationsg in blology and earth science each consist of about
s5ix persons appointed with the approval of the NSTA. These issues ware
discussed at a recent weeting at NSTA, attended by Jack Wilson and me for
AAPT. Tt appears that the NSTA will be satisfied with the nine-member
editorial heard as the "official" test development committee for the physics
examination - provided Ihat each megber af the bosrd ig a member of NSTA as
well as of AAPT. Another topic of discussion at that meeting was the
poseibility that NSTA would obtain an optical mark sheet scanner and
-software to perform the itam analysis for all of the jeintly sponsored
examinations. That would be a welcome development gince it should allow for
a faster and more sconomical analysis of ‘examinations, bhoth preliminary and
regular. It is hoped that the merk sheets will be a standard type =o that
they can be read by simple Scantron machines that are’ avallsble at many
gchools, :

" The AAPT provides ay valuvable services and products to its
membership. Some activities are revenue producing, and some are not, It
is iﬁcraasingly important that an activity that produces revenue, such asg
AAKT BrRaminartions, do so ar a rate that at least oMfsuecs the cosus of Che
activity. Ineluded in the costs are direct costs for printing, mailing,
ete. Indirect costs (stalf time, equipment, office supplies, general
overhead) that are attributable to & project are now being tracked and
assigned. While definite Eigures are mnot yet available, it is clear for
AART Exsminations that we must increase the revemues and decrease the costs._
Consequently, we will concentrate on developing promotional efforts to
ilncrease sales and on eliwinating nonessential or discretionary costs,
Please forward to me your ideas on ways to increase revenuss and decresse
couts,

We had a brief meeting of the test development committee at the AAPT
Winter Meeting at San Franecisco. 'This wag & get-gcquainted, session, and T
enjoyed meeting those of you who were able to attend. I have scheduled a
similar weecing for Thursday, April 6, beginning at 8:30 am, at the NSTA
Coavention at Seattle. If you plan to be at the NSTA Convention at that
time, I hope that you can attend and that we ecan get: to koow each other.

I have also scheduled & working session of what should be the Editorial
Board for AAPT Exnminatione at tha AAPT Summer Meatfng at San Luis Obispa.
The session will be held on Tuesday, June 27 from 9 a.m. to § p.m. I @ope
that: each of you can attend. (Unfortmmately, bacause of our cost—chtlng
measures, AAPT caorot reimburse you for costs associated with attending the

working session.)



Some of you have been associated with the test 4
since its,beginning_abput@six‘orﬁsev§u§zg§; : e
loyal andwdedicatedjsgrvﬂq i hppé?thgt“yqu_gill contin
With all 'the changes that will be' taking place, our
the sense of continuity that';t?wi}lfgquidg;,’Again,ipledﬁ i

ideas and suggostions.” Vou.san Yeach we by mall at the ‘address listed

below, or call me ar (803) 656~530§.:“I£'you have access to BIINET, my
j address’ is WEGTT@CLEMSON, R .

and me your
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Best regarda,

W. Edward-Gettys
Professor of Physise
AAPT Exawinations Editor

.Departuent of Physics and Astronouy
Clemson University
Clemson, 5G 29634-1911




